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Eric J. Frey
I am an Intermedia  artist, an enigmatic creative, attempting to make sense of the world I have experienced. I focus on memories and 

experiences (not all my own) to generate my ideas. Most of my artistic practice is expressed through sculptures, photographs, and archives, 
yet I will use whichever medium works best for me to communicate my idea at the time. My practice has evolved over time. In the Army, I 
curated my space in barracks and offices in defiance of typical military neat and orderly traditions. I designed coins and shirts for the units I 
was with, while also developing my photographic and writing skills. After I retired from the Army, I transformed my desire to curate and create 
into becoming a professional artist. 

My military experience was as diverse as my art practice. Throughout my 24 years in uniform, I served in combat and peacekeeping zones, 
worked in 6 countries, traveled to an additional 7 countries (and 5 more after retirement), trained in 6 different Military Occupational Specialties 
with the latter half of my career focused on Supply and Logistics.  I worked my way up the ranks from a Private, that was not allowed to think for 
myself, to a Master Sergeant that was responsible for supporting over 3,500 troops. That part of my life did leave me a bit damaged, but I use 
those experiences including traumas (with some help from my amazing Service Dog Nia), to fuel my varied art practice.

My interdisciplinary approach utilizes the skills, disciplines and experiences developed in my time in the U.S. Army, while exploring the 
freedom of creativity being an Intermedia Artist affords. Each new artwork or project usually starts with me going through my archives of 
images, documents, mementos, or memories accumulated throughout my life. I use my experiences and reconstructed memories to create 
either new objects or new presentations of existing objects as key elements in my artwork. By using my own experiences and memories as the 
foundation, I build bridges between myself and an audience. I try to leave room for the audience to come to their own conclusions on the 
meaning of the work, though sometimes my artwork or my titles are pretty blunt and straight-forward–— after all I am an enigma.

*Contemporary definition: A transdisciplinary approach to work across a number of different and overlapping areas is central to intermedia art study. These can include sound, object making, installation, performance, 
publications and video. (Intermedia can also include New Media, Multi-Media, and Mixed-Media)



The Ministry of 
Mnemosyne 

2020-
The Ministry of Mnemosyne interrogates the 

intrinsic value of a memory with no extrinsic 
qualities. Is memory valuable enough to wade 
through the bureaucratic morass of paperwork and 
personnel to record a memory and archive it in the 
Ministry of Mnemosyne? This project includes 
institutional critiques of International bureaucracies, 
while preserving memories in a Codex Memoria, 
and mnemonic objects within the Archive of 
Memories. The memories that are imprinted on 
objects allow the memory imprinter to free 
themselves of the memory, or to have a backup of 
the memory in the event of memory loss.
This project is scalable and transportable to be 

able to adapt to multiple memory collection 
workshops, installations, and exhibitions, while 
being designed to encourage research 
opportunities across several modes of engagement 
with the public.



Mnemonic Object Packets 0001-0010
2020*
Paper, ink, wax, fabric, Mnemonic objects
A4 size documents, variable size layouts

This project is set up in four initial phases:

• Alpha Testing 
• Collecting only memories belonging to the Artist

• Beta Testing
• Collecting memories from Humans, Non-Humans, and 

Non-Living Objects
• Initial Roll-Out

• Exhibition to collect memories of the general public 
with additional staff

• Initial Public Offering
• Memories will begin to be publicly loaned or traded



Mnemonic Object Packet 0017 (Important Memory with additional security seal)
2020*
Paper, fabric, wax, ink, Mnemonic Object
21 x 30 cm

The Mnemonic Object Packet contains many layers of authentication, certification, 
security and encryption, with the capability to upgrade security levels depending on 
the sensitivity and importance of the memory. Each packet is bound in either legal 
tape or twine depending on the level of importance the memory has been assigned. 

White Tape is for memories designated as official memories of a military or academic 
nature

Red Tape is for important memories following the European bureaucratic tradition of 
binding important documents

Natural Twine is used for routine or banal memories.



MOP 0020 FS Form 404-C-2
2020*
Paper, wax, thread, ink, mnemonic object

21 x 30 cm

The core document of the MOP is FS Form 404-C-2, which contains the Mnemonic 
Object described in the Codice Memoria and on FS Forms 12-Z and 74-T. The 
Mnemonic Object can be any number of ephemera or durable object, and the object 
could have had a memory imprinted on it at the time of the memory, or an object can 
have a memory imprinted during the archival process. During the archiving of the 
mnemonic objects every effort is used to use archival preservation methods, as 
determined by the Archivist at the time, and when available a Conservator will assist in 
the preparing of the objects. Also found on the form is the encryption key. In some 
instances latent memories have been imprinted on Non-Living Objects, for these 
object a a Rememorator will try to interpret as much mnemonic data as possible from 
the object.



Street Art Sigils 
Collective Project 

2020-

Street Art Sigils is a project started as a Chiasso 
Perduto Residency in Florence, Italy. In response to 
the COVID-19 crisis in Italy, the project uses artistic 
talismans or sigils to use the power of intent to 
imprint subconscious thoughts and memories in the 
public arena. The project is an anonymous 
collective that expands its membership through 
workshops hosted by a Sigilist. The workshop 
consists of a one-day gathering of artists, who will 
learn the sigil creation process, non-destructive 
techniques for posting and sharing the sigils, and 
guidelines for members of the collective. 



Street Art Sigil Instagram
2020*
Digital Image

The works are documented by the paster and the community on Instagram using 
the hashtag #streetartsigils
This is an ephemeral project in progress of indeterminate length. Each sigil posted 
will eventually deteriorate through natural decay and human destruction.

https://www.instagram.com/streetartsigils/ 

https://www.instagram.com/streetartsigils/


Street Art Sigil
2020*
Ink, rice paper, wheatpaste
35 x 35 cm

Street Art Sigil shared by FUL Magazine (Firenze Urban Life) on twitter
https://twitter.com/ful_magazine/status/1320293415385501696

https://twitter.com/ful_magazine/status/1320293415385501696


Emergent 
Objects

2019-2020

Emergent Objects are a series of responses to 
objects and their qualities based on statements by 
the philosophers Heidegger and Kant. If an object’s 
real qualities change does that create a new 
sensual object?  This series plays with metaphor 
and semiotics, where the use of language can alter 
our own perceptions of what is presented. These 
works ask the audience to question their own 
reality, is what we perceive visually truth, and if you 
read the name of the object does the truth change?



Heideggar’s Hammers
2020
Mixed Media Installation
Dimensions Variable

The Heidegger’s Hammers are a series of hammers 
that defy their name and definition through their 
transformation either physically or semiotically. Is a 
hammer still a hammer if it can no longer function as 
a hammer? A hammer in the toolbox requires no 
discussion, no thought, no theorizing, yet when the 
hammer is out of place, it transforms to an object of 
discussion, and questioning.



Valiant Effort
2020
Steel, Wood
15 x 15 x 3 cm



The Kant’s Cans are a series of Olive Oil Tin Cans that 
that focus on the eidos of an object, and the kronos of 
interaction, the form as it is perceived by the 
observer, based on the philosopher Kant’s discussion 
on understanding form and experience, through 
space and time. 

Creative Confinement
2020
Tin, Plastic, Enamel
22 x 15 x 12 cm

Schrödinger’s Economy
2020
Tin, Plastic, Enamel, Steel Wire, Clay, Paper, Flour 
22 x 15 x 12 cm

Decadent Society
2020
Tin, Plastic, Enamel, Clay, Paper
22 x 15 x 12 cm
Disposed of by Artist



Shadows of Time I
2020
Toner, Paper, LED Panel
60 x 60 cm

Shadows of Time is a series that merges negative images of a body 
overlaid with the same body in different from different viewpoint or 
exposures to create a compressed time image of that body.



The Impressions are a form of relief print designed to 
create an art object from the human operated vehicle 
relation with the local environment while removing the 
individual authorship of an artist. These works consist of 
using involuntary participants operating their vehicles to 
emboss paper that has been secured over Fognatura
access covers, resulting in creating a new object 
facilitated by the artist but without the authorship of an 
artist. 

Impressions I 
2020
Process Art, Paper, PVA Glue, Rubber, Duct Tape, Street Detrius
90 x 70 cm





Anthropological 
Survey of 

Generation Z
2019

Anthropological Survey of Generation Z
A Brief Anthropological study of the children born 
into the information age, focusing on 8 students 
studying abroad from between one Semester and 
two Years. Given the generational gaps between 
those born before the information age where 
technology seemed stable and advances 
developed at a steady rate, and the new generation 
who sees innovation and change happening daily. 
The current generation has been raised in an era of 
extreme social and cultural shifts, and this study 
aims to find commonality with older generations 
and discover where the disparities lie with the 
current generation. 



Generation Z (iGen)
2019
2 Books, paper, ink, photographs
80 pages



Generation Z (iGen) Field Observations
2019
Performance and digital Slide Show
18:57

Video link:
https://youtu.be/xEhSDZ83xrk

https://youtu.be/xEhSDZ83xrk


Curriculum Vitae

Education

2021 MFA Studio Arts (Pending) Studio Arts College International (SACI), Florence, Italy

2019 BFA Art and Design, Western Oregon University (WOU), Monmouth, OR

1994 National Registry-EMT (Basic), Fayetteville Technical Community College, Fayetteville, NC

Professional Experience

2019 Art Installer, Independence Hotel, Independence Oregon

2019 Art Installer, The Dundee Hotel, Dundee, Oregon

2018-2019 Gallery Assistant & Art Preparator, WOU, Monmouth, Oregon

2016-2018 Photographer, Office of Marketing and Communication (MARCOM), WOU, Monmouth, Oregon

2014-2015 Unit Public Affairs Representative, Task Force Volunteer, Kabul, Afghanistan

2012-2014 Unit Public Affairs Representative, 41st Infantry Brigade Combat Team, Clackamas, Oregon

Military Service, Master Sergeant (Retired)

1992- 2016 US Army & Oregon Army National Guard

•Aug 2014-Apr 2015 Operation Enduring Freedom, Afghanistan

•Aug 2011-Feb 2012 Exercise Cobra Gold 2012, Thailand

•Jul 2009-Apr 2010 Operation Iraqi Freedom, Iraq

•Jan 1995-Jun 1995 Multinational Force and Observers Sinai Peninsula, Egypt

Residencies

2020 Chiasso Perduto, Florence, Italy

Solo Exhibitions

2018 The Process of Printmaking Exhibition, Hamersley Library, WOU, OR

2018 Soldier, Scholar, Veteran, Artist. Werner University Center, WOU, Monmouth, OR

International Art Exhibitions

2020 SACI MFA 1st Year Virtual Exhibition, Group Exhibition, Virtual, SACI, Florence, Italy

2020 SACI End-of-Term Spring 2020 Digital Exhibition, Group Exhibition, Virtual, SACI, Florence, Italy

2019 The Collector’s Guide to the Corporeal Archive, Group Exhibition, ONART Gallery, Florence, Italy

2018 Big Ink II, Group exhibition, Bend, Oregon

National Art Exhibitions

2018 Emerald Print Exchange, Print Arts Northwest & Whiteaker Printmakers National print exchange and

exhibition; Out on a Limb Gallery, Eugene, OR; Whiteaker Printmakers, Eugene, OR; Multnomah Arts Center,

Portland, OR; Pacific Northwest College of Art, Portland, OR

Regional / Local Art Exhibitions

2019 WOU Award Exhibition, Group Exhibition, Bush Barn Art Center, Salem, OR

2019 Recent Graduates Exhibition, Group Exhibition, Blackfish Gallery, Portland, OR

2019 WOU BFA Graduates Exhibition, Group Exhibition, Cannon Gallery of Fine Art, Monmouth, OR

2019 51st Annual WOU Juried Student Art Exhibition, Cannon Gallery of Fine Art, Monmouth, OR

2019 Bachelor of Fine Arts Winter Show, Group Exhibition, Hamersley Library Gallery, WOU, Monmouth, OR

2019 Off The Press, Group Exhibition, Gretchen Schuette Gallery of Art, Salem, OR

2018 Bachelor of Fine Arts Fall Show, Group Exhibition, Werner University Center Gallery, WOU, Monmouth, OR

2018 RAW Artist Showcase, OVATION, Group Exhibition, Roseland Theater, Portland, OR

2018 Oregon State Fair 2018, Visual Arts, Fine Art, and Poetry exhibitions, Salem, OR

2018 Radius 25, Group Exhibition, Salem Art Association, Salem, OR

2018 50th Annual WOU Juried Student Art Exhibition, Cannon Gallery of Fine Art, Monmouth, OR

2017 Oregon State Fair 2017, Visual Arts, Fine Art exhibitions, Salem, OR

2017 Salem Salon 2017, Bush Barn Art Center, Salem, Art Association, Salem, OR

2017 Inaugural WOU Veterans Print Project, Group Exhibition, Werner University Center Gallery, WOU,

Monmouth, OR

2017 49th Annual WOU Juried Student Art Exhibition, Cannon Gallery of Fine Art, Monmouth, OR



Photo Salons

2018 Oregon Salon of Photography, Salem, OR

2017 Oregon Salon of Photography, Salem, OR

2015 Oregon Salon of Photography, Salem, OR

2013 1st Greek Photographic Circuit, Salon Santorini, Santorini, Greece

2013 1st Greek Photographic Circuit, Salon Mykonos, Cyprus, Greece

2013 1st Greek Photographic Circuit, Salon Rhodes, Rhodes, Greece

2013 Circuit Exhibition of Photography “Portrait 2013”, 1st Exhibition of Photography, ‘Portrait 2013 – Vidin”,

Vidin, Bulgaria

2013 Oregon Salon of Photography, Salem, OR

2012 Joshua Tree National Park Association 75th Anniversary Photo Competition, Joshua Tree National Park,

Oasis Visitors Center, Twenty-nine Palms CA

2012 Fotoferia International Exhibition "The Wonder of Light", Kołobrzeg, Poland

2012 Beauty of Face and Body, Centre for Photo and Film Culture Serbia, Belgrade, Serbia

2012 “Streets” International Exhibition of Art Photography, Center for Culture Trajko Prokopiev – Kumanovo,

Kumanovo, Republic of Macedonia

2012 Prvi Internacionalni Salon Fotografije ”ŽENA”, Novi Sad, Serbia

2012 8th Holland International Image Circuit, 14th Tribute to Color salon, Schouwburg Cool Kunst en Cultuur,

Heerhugowaard, Netherlands

2012 “Exposed” International salon of Photography, Foto Klub Kamnik, Kamnik, Slovenia

2012 Oregon Salon of Photography, Salem, OR

2011 3rd Finland International Digital Circuit, 2nd Imagination salon, Lempäälä, Finland

2011 24th Concorso Internazionale Immagini Fotografiche "Il Mosaico", Ravenna, Italy

2011 5th International Salon of Digital Photography Celje, Metropol Cinema Theater, Celje, Slovenia

2011 1st Internacionalni Salon Fotografije Novi Sad, Novi Sad, Serbia

2011 1st International Exhibition of Photography Leskovac, Association Region and Cultural Center, Leskovac,

Serbia

2011 34th Oregon Salon of Photography, Oregon State Fairgrounds, Salem, OR

Lectures, Presentations, Workshops

2020 Artist Presentation, “Virtual Open Studios” SACI Global Studios; SACI, Florence, Italy,

https://www.facebook.com/events/675598306524502/

2019 Presenter, “Generation Z (iGen) Anthropology Project”, The Collector’s Guide to the Corporeal Archive,

Group Exhibition, ONART Gallery, SACI, Florence, Italy

2019 Presenter, “#WOUBorderWall,” Interplay of Art & Science Presentations; WOU Academic Excellence

Showcase, Monmouth, OR

2018 Presenter, “Art Portfolio Presentation,” Art & Design Portfolio Presentations; “Wreckreational Fishing”,

Literature, Writing and Linguistics, WOU Academic Excellence Showcase, Monmouth, OR

2017 Presenter, “Street Puppets to Promote Environmental Science,” Artistic Exploration in Natural, Social and

Behavioral Science, Presenter, WOU Academic Excellence Showcase, Monmouth, OR

Curatorial Work

2019 Curator, Alfred P. Maurice Retrospective, Post Humus Retrospective Exhibition, Cannon Gallery of Fine Art

& Hamersly Library Gallery, WOU, Monmouth, OR

2019 Curator, 51st Annual WOU Juried Student Art Exhibition, Dan and Gail Cannon Gallery of Art, WOU,

Monmouth, OR (Juror: Patricia Vázquez Gómez, Professor, Portland State University, Portland, OR)

Collaborative Projects/Participatory Art Projects

2020 Collaborating Street Artist, Street Art Sigils, Florence, Italy

2019 Artist, Generation Z (iGen) Anthropology Project, SACI, Florence, Italy

2019 Artist, #WOUBorderWall, Participatory Art Project, WOU, Monmouth, OR

2019 Veteran Coordinator, 2nd WOU Veterans Print Project, Group Exhibition, Werner University Center Gallery,

WOU, Monmouth, OR

2019 Artist, #SmashingThroughStereotypes, Participatory Art Project, WOU, Monmouth, OR

2018 Artist, #WOUBorderWall, Participatory Art Project, WOU, Monmouth, OR

2018 Artist, Selfie Sculpture, Interactive Art Project, WOU, Monmouth, OR

2017 Veteran Coordinator, Inaugural WOU Veterans Print Project, Group Exhibition, Werner University Center

Gallery, WOU, Monmouth, OR

2017 Co-Artist, Peoples’ Climate March PDX Street Puppets, OPAL PDX, Portland, OR (Constructed and

performed in collaboration with June Wayne and Vanessa Rios-Castro)



Press And Publications

2020 Eric Frey “No” Monochrome, Human-Issue 12, Murze

2018 Eric J. Frey “The Kiss” Relief Print, “See The Light” Aquatint Print,Northwest Passage Fall edition, WOU

2018 Eric J. Frey “Volvere” Sculpture, “Fish Bones and Frying Pans” Poem, “Contemplation” Relief Print,

Northwest Passage Spring edition, WOU

2018 Eric J. Frey “Grenan in Skagen, Denmark” Poem, “Wreckreational Fishing” Installation and Essay, Northwest

Passage Winter edition, WOU

2018 Lisa Catto, “Q&A with Eric Frey, a Soldier, Scholar, Veteran, and Artist” WOU Stories, WOU

2018 Sam Dunaway, “Art as a Metaphor for Life” The Western Oregon Journal, WOU

2017 Eric J. Frey “Afghan Woman with Child” Monotype, “Iwakuni MCAS” Monotype, “Leaving Kabul” Multi-media

Monoprint, Northwest Passage Fall edition, WOU

2017 Deborah Rezell, “Creative Arts: Sculpture Design Sequence” WOU-TV WOU

2017 Eric J. Frey “Zeg Kaas (Say Cheese)” Photograph, “Never Forget” Photograph, Northwest Passage Spring

edition, WOU

2017 Michael Hjelmstad, “Legion helps Student Veterans of America fulfill its mission”, The American Legion

Veterans Education Center

2014 Defense Video and Imagery Distribution, Oregon Army National Guards 1-82 Cavalry Squadron Trains

Same Way They Fight With Missiles

2012 Jalayna Lagomarsino, “Oregon Army Guard units honored with Meritorious Unit Citations” Oregon Sentinel,

Fall 2012 Vol. 10, Issue 4 Oregon National Guard

2012 Mike Francis, “Korean War vet medals, unit awards, Lewis-McChord PTSD recap” The Oregonian

2012 Defense Video and Imagery Distribution 41 Infantry Brigade Combat Team Honored With Meritorious Unit

Citation

Art Awards

2020 COCA2020, 2nd Selection, Photography Project, Center of Contemporary Artists, Rome, Italy

2019 51st WOU Juried Student Exhibition, Monmouth, OR

•Werner University Center Serendipity Award, WOU Bookstore Awards

2019 Outstanding Student in Art History, WOU Art Department, WOU, Monmouth, OR

2019 Regional Level National Veterans Creative Arts Festival, Portland Region, Portland VA, Portland, OR 

•First Place Printmaking, First Place Carving

2018 Oregon State Fair 2018, Art & Craft exhibitions, Juried Exhibition; Oregon State Fairgrounds, Salem 

•Best of Division- Ceramics, First Place-Ceramic Sculpture, First Place-Hand Built Ceramics, 

First Place- Abstract Wood Carving, Second Place-Free Verse Poetry, Honorable Mention- 3D 

Fine Art

2018 50th Annual WOU Juried Student Art Exhibition, Monmouth, OR 

•Best of Show Jurors Choice Award, Honorable Mention Jurors Choice Award, WOU Bookstore

Awards

2018 Regional Level National Veterans Creative Arts Festival, Portland Region, Portland VA, Portland, OR 

•First Place-Applied Art Mixed Media, First Place-Sculpture, First Place-Combat Art, First Place-

Poetry

2017 Oregon State Fair, Juried Fine Art Exhibition, Salem, OR 

•Third Place Award-Sculpture

2017 49th Annual WOU Juried Student Art Exhibition, Monmouth, OR 

•Third Place Jurors Choice Award, WOU Bookstore Award

Scholarships

2020 MFA Studio Arts scholarship, SACI, Florence, Italy

2019 MFA Studio Arts scholarship, SACI, Florence, Italy

2018 ASTAR Printmaking Scholarship, WOU, Monmouth, OR

2018 Twila Domine Memorial Scholarship for Creative Arts, WOU, Monmouth, OR

2017 ASTAR Sculpture Scholarship, WOU, Monmouth, OR
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